Allergic bronchopulmonary aspergillosis. An increasingly common disorder among asthmatic patients.
Allergic bronchopulmonary aspergillosis (ABPA), an immunologic disorder, is characterized by bronchial colonization with Aspergillus species, resulting in chronic antigenic stimulation. Hallmarks of the disorder are asthma, cutaneous and serologic evidence of hypersensitivity to Aspergillus organisms, and fleeting pulmonary infiltrates. Diagnosis requires a high index of suspicion. Early diagnosis, aggressive therapy, and serial monitoring of serum IgE levels usually prevent progression of ABPA to bronchiectasis, pulmonary fibrosis, respiratory failure, and death.